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THE First Town MEETING, APRIL 7, 1890. 


TOWN WARRANT. 
Norfolk, ss: 
To J. W. Farwell, Constable of the Town of Millis, in said County, 
GREETING: In the S 
directed to n s of the 
elections and to to meet at Partr 


the seventh day of April next 
to act on the following ai 


Ith of Massachusetts, you are 
wn of Mil ified to vote in 

H on Monday, 
forenoon, then and there 


ARTICLE 1. To choose a moderator to preside in said meeting. 

Rev. E. O. Jameson was unanimously elected moderator, 
and was qualified by the town ¢ 

ArT. 2. To hear and act on the reports of the various town officers and 
committees. 

Voted, to accept the reports of the several town officers and 
committees as contained in printed report. 

ArT. 3. To choose a clerk and treasurer, board of selectmen, board of 
assessors, board of overseers of the poor, collector, constables, auditor, one 
member of the school committee, and one member of the park commission. 
To choose two trustees for the public library for three years; also to choose 
all other town officers. 

_ The moderator appointed Charles La Croix and Geo. C. 
Thrasher as tellers. ‘They were qualified by the town clerk. 
The polls were closed at two o'clock. Ballot box registered 
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ART. 4. To vote “Yes” or« No” in answer to the question, “Shall licenses 
for the sale of intoxicating liquors be granted in this town?” 


Whole number of ballots cast 54: yes, 15; no, 39. 


ART. 5. To see if the town will accept the list of jurors as revised by the 
selectmen and posted according to law, 


Accepted the following list of jurors: Joseph S. Adams, 
Henry EB. Hosmer, Walter H. Andrews, Walter R. Morse, 
John M. Crane, Willard P. Clark, Caleb S. illiams, Lemuel 
Clark, Edwin L. Holbrook, Fredk. H. Holland, Charles B. 
Russ, Albert R. Daniels. 

Art. 6. To see if the town wil authorize the treasurer with the approval 


of the selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of taxes, the same to be paid 
from the tax of 1890. 


Voted, that the treasurer be authorized, with the appr 
of the selectmen, to hire mon nh anticipation of the taxes 
of the present and current y nd to give notes of the town 
therefor; and the debts in nder authority of this vote 
are hereby made payable fro d taxes, provided no note be 


valid against the town unless countersigned by the selectmen. 


Art, 7. To raise such sums of money as may be deemed necessary to 
defray town expenses for the year ensuing. 

Granted 36,000 for expenses of the town for ensuing year. 
Appropriated as follows : 


For Highways, bridges, and sidewalks, . Pe F A + $1,225 00 
General incidentals, . a : e : suis : 800 00 
Schools, school incidentals, sularies, tu ion, transportation, 

fuel, and care of houses, : c * c : : + 1,900 00 
Poor department, . : . : ‘ ‘ . i - 800 00 
Fire department, c é : : : - 5 : c 300 00 
Snow bills, 4 5 Fj E A ( O s A 100 00 
Street lamps, 7 a a : : : aes Le 500 00 
Prosecution of illegal liquor selling, . . < . : . 100 00 
Public library, . : : 5 2 i t : - : 200 00 
Memorial day, . co 3 co ets - ci F o : 25 00 
Care of cemetery, . . 5 ; 3 : 5 50 00 


Arr. 8. To see what compensation the town will allow the collector of 
taxes for the year ensuing. 


Voted, that the town pay the collector of taxes for the 
ensuing year, one per cent. of all taxes collected by him, and 
not abated, before the first day of February next, and in his 
failure to do so he shall receive no compensation for his 
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services; that all taxes of those who pay a poll tax only shall 
be payable on or before August first next. and all taxes be 
payable on or before December first next. with interest at 
seven per cent. per annum on all taxes unpaid on said 
December first. fe 

ARt. 9. To see what disposition the town will make of the money refunded 
by the county on account of dog licenses. 

Voted, to appropriate the money refunded by the county 
on account of dog licenses to use of publie library. 


ArT. 10. To see if the town will appropriate a sum of money for lighting 
the streets act in any matter relating thereto as petitioned for by Frank I. 
Howe and others. 

On motion of S. Huntley, Voted, to appropriate $500 for 
street lamps, posts, and lighting. 

Voted, to place the matter under the direction of the 
selectmen. 


Art. 11. To see if the town will grant a sum of money for the support and 
maintenance of the public library. 


pprennatetl $200 for support 
rary. 3 


Art, 12, To see what sum the town will grant for expenses of Memorial 
On motion of A. P. Blake, appropriated $25 for expenses 
of Memorial day, to be expended by a committee. 


Art. 13. To see if the town will grant a sum of money for care and repairs 
of cemetery, and act in any matter relating thereto. 


On motion of E. F. Lovell, fifty dollars was appropriated 
for care and repair of the cemetery. 

Voted, to place the care of the cemetery in the hands of 
the selectmen as recommended by M. Richardson in his 
report of 1889. 

Arr. 14. To see if th 
pression of illegal liquor selling. 


On motion of H. L. Millis, appropriated $100 for the sup- 
pression of illegal liquor selling. 


Art. 15. To see if the town will accept the piano presented by Mrs. Harriet 
P. Millis on the following conditions: First, that the piano be placed in the 
hands of the trustees of the public library. Second, that the piano be kept in 
tune and in good order and for this purpose a sum of money be charged for 
its use, the amount to be determined by the trustees. Third, that the piano 
shall not be disposed of without the consent of the donor in writing. 


town will appropriate a sum of money for the sup- 
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Voted, to appropriate three hundred and fifty dollars for 
improved heating and ventilation of the Adams school house, 
to meet the provisions of Chapter 149 of the Acts of the 
Legislature of 1888. 


Meeting dissolved. 


Louts LA Croix, 
Town Clerk. 


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
Norfolk, ss. 


Lo Jeremiah FH. 


thannon, Constable of the Toon of Miss, 

GREETING: In the name of the commonwealth aforss ou are hereby 
required to notify the inhabitants of the Town of Millis qualified to vote in 
elections and in town affairs, to meet in Partridge Hall, in Millis, on Tuesda 
the fourth day of November next, it being the first Tuesday after the 
Monday of said month, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, to bring in their vo 
to the selectmen of said town for ‘ 


Governor of the Commonwealth. 

Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth. 

Councillor Second Councillor District. 

Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

Treasurer and Receiver-General. 

Auditor of the Commonwealth. 

Attorney-General. 

Representative in Congress, Ninth Cong ional District. 

Senator for Second Norfolk Senatorial District. 

One Representative in General Court for the Ninth Norfolk Representative 
District. 

One County Commissioner for the County of Norfolk. 

District Attorney for the Southeastern District to fill vacancy in said district 
caused by the death of Charles W. Sumner. 

To be voted for on one ballot. 


e of 1,02 


Ou 


- L selectme) y t i 
1 m ten the l \ t Q ] 
\ ense J 
d 1 1 \ " opriate S200 
1. Elaines to app) rate Ot 
e f th rison 1 ipts of l i nt Vorfoll 
s besen € Distris n S90, for one | tat e Gene 
tal vote of di 
178 1 2 


Louis LA Crorx, Treasurer, 
In account with the Town or Minus, Mass. 


DR. 
Balance of account Feb. 24, 1890, . : C c a ; - $237 66 
Treasurer of Commonwealth, Corporation tax, s . gj : 89 10 
WS be us Bank tax, . a S . * 396 85 
x We a State aid, . : = . (i . 72 00 
Cy “ “ Income Mass. school fund, fh o 307 02 
Treasurer County of Norfolk, dog licenses refunded, . : 124 27 
Borrowed money, . fs : : . : : : + 3,300 00 
Interest on Daniell school fund, . E : ‘ : 3 : 24 00 
E. O. Jameson, account of school department, e : * 5 32 83 
J. H. Haines, account old plank sold, . 0 > 0 : o 10 0O 
E. F. Richardson, cemetery lots sold, . : . 5 E 6 16 00 
Park loan, . . . 2 : : : i : : - 10,000 00 
George C. Thrasher, taxes of 1890, . = . c é z - 6,458 97 
Henry L. Millis, account highways, . 5 : . . : . 200 00 
Interest on deposits at bank, . . . : 3 ° : . 14 63 
$21,283 33 
cR. 
Paid borrowed money, . < a : . 7 = $2,300 00 
Interest on same, . 7 F, 2 5 5 c 97 45 


Amount carried forward, $2,397 45 


The board of assessors for 1890 submit the following 
report : — 


TOWN APPROPRIATIONS. 


Roads, bridges and sidewalks, . - ; < é : G - $1,225 00 
Fire department, . : - 2 f 5 A : 2 = 300 00 
Support of poor, . “ s : 2 = = c : > 800 00 
Schools and incidentals, . : c : 5 . + 1,900 00 
Snow bills, . . : < A . . : * 5 . 100 00 
General incidentals, . : : < é : E 3 A 800 00 
Public library, . : . : . : 2 5 . : : 200 00 
Memorial day, - : : : A a : cs ‘ c c 25 00 
Care of cemetery, - ° " : a : : 3 cs 50 00 
Lighting streets, : ; ; : e é F 3 c = 500 00 
Prosecution illegal liquor selling, . . é . . : 100 00 

$6,000 00 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


Town grant, - . ° . . . . - - $6,000 00 
State tax, . : - re : 5 o - 420 00 
County tax, . 2 * 2 : 4 . « 322 99 


$6,742 99 


Three s 


Public 


Fire appar. 


Town library, safes, etc 


To the Inhabitants of Millis : — 


HIGHWAYS. 


Your board of selectmen haye little of importance to 
report in the management of town affairs for the year just 
ended. ‘The work that has been done upon the roads 
and sidewalks has been very thorough, and consequently 
your selectmen have made use of considerable more money 
than the appropriation granted. We regret very much that 
the appropriation of two thousand dollars was not allowed at 
the last annual meeting, and we earnestly urge that this 
appropriation will be granted this year, in order to carry ont 
the necessary graveling of the roads. 

In order to give the town an idea of the work that has 
been done in this direction, we make the following notations, 
and add that all this work has been very thoroughly done, the 
gravel having been put on from a foot to eighteen inches, 
and the sidewalks especially, have been “founded upon 
rocks.” 

1. The road between Mr. Frank Phillips’ and Mrs. L. B. 
Van Kleeck’s has been thoroughly grayeled and raised, and 
we call special attention to this road. which has had a year’s 
hard usage. 


20 Pug neLeeg 
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2. Between Mrs. L. B. Van Kleeck’s and Mr. David Clark’s 
the road has not only been thoroughly graveled and raised, 
but drained the whole distance. This eae of the work was 
done as an experiment, to see if we could get over the springy 
condition that existed at this place. 

3. Mr. Lemuel Clark did good work on Causway street, 
near the brick-yard road, making eutters, removing the rocks 
in the center of the street, graveling, ete. 

4. A short piece of road has been eraveled from the rail- 
road track, up the hill, by the new boot and shoe factory. 

5. The road from the house of Mr. C. B. Russ to the depot 
has been under-drained by tiles, whith we trust will take 
away the water, and that the road will be in a much better 
condition this spring than it was last. 

6. The most important work done this year has been the 
building of the sidewalk from Thorne’s Corner to the engine 
house. Every one in town knows what a wretched condition 
this part of our main thoroughfare was in, and alth ough the 
expenditure upon same has been very heavy, y he result 
is good, and the sidewalks will last for years without any 
renewal. It has not been skimmed over, but well and care- 
fully done. 4 . 

_ Good work was done in the South District, chiefly in 
thoroughly graveling such portions of the roads as most 
needed repairs. ‘Two bridges were newly covered, and they 
will be in good condition without other repairs for several 
years. There are yet portions of these roads which require 
to be raised by a thorough covering of gravel. In this dis- 
trict there has been but little use made of the road machine 
in the past two years. It has seemed best to use the money 
largely in the more permanent improvements, mainly gravel- 
ing, rather than in rounding up the roads. 

As we have said before, the amount needed for the coming: 
year is at least two thousand dollars. With the new inhabi- 
tants coming into town, it is necessary to have new streets to 
accommodate the houses being built. Although it will be 
impossible for us to undertake to do this all in one year, yet 
there should be an outside appropriation apart from the 
two thousand dollars, to commence this work. People who 
pay taxes expect good roads, and we urge the inhabitants of 
’ Miflis to be generous in their appropriation for this purpose. 

Besides this new work, there are many culverts in the 
town that need thorough repairing; also one-half of Dwight’s 
bridge on the way to Moon hill, needs entire rebuil ing. 
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Our main street between Medfield and Medway should he 
kept in first-class condition, and needs thorongh graveling 
from Thorne’s Corner to the gravel pit, and also from the 
house of Mr. Thrasher to Medfield. At least five hundred 
dollars should be put on the roads between Medfield and 
Thorne’s Corner. 

The residents of the north district have been very generous 
in giving their time and the use of their horses and teams, 
without any expense to the town, to get the roads in that 
section in good condition. ~ 

Temporary work on the roads is not only useless, but 
terribly expensive. A change every year or two in the 
superintendent of streets is a yearly loss’ to the town in actual 
money. 

Two interesting articles have been recently printed by the 
daily papers, one illustrating the temporary way of making 
roads in China, which we give: 

“China’s misery, filth and famine are not due so much to 
her yast population and poverty of resources as to bad man- 
agement. The proverbially bad roads that cause such 
inestimable wear and tear in transportation, are never repaired 
except when the emperor and his train of 40,000 people or 
more make their annual tour to the summer palace or ances- 
tral tombs. Then thousands of taels are spent in temporary 
repairs of the road, the materials for which are taken from 
the farmers’ gardens and farms, and which they carry back as 
soon as the royal train has passed, leaving the roads in worse 
condition than before.” 

The other shows the interest that Governor Hill of New 
York state is taking in roads and road-making. urgently 
recommending that the state of New York take action to 
secure roads worthy of her greatness and prosperity. Senator 
Richardson explained the bill before the legislature, and his 
argument was addressed mainly to the farmers, as follows: 

“One good road running through every county in the state 
would stimulate a local enthusiasm in the construction of 
roads which would soon give every county a satisfactory 
system. Itis obvious that no class of the community is more 
vitally interested in roads than the farmers and all industries 
which require heavy teaming. No public works enhance the 
reputation, and consequently the prosperity, of a neighbor- 
hood so promptly and so largely as good roads. They are 
the first necessity of civilization, and the surest signs of its 
advance. Good roads, good schools, and good government 
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are closely related, and the proof of saying public spirit in 
any community is its willingness to make its local communi- 
cation as convenient and easy as possible. There is no surer 
sign of intelligence in such a community than the resolution 
that its local taxes, which are largely devoted to road-making, 
shall be spent only by men who understand that good roads 
are not made by ignorance and carelessness, but by intelligence 
and experience.” 


ARBORICULTURE. 


“We desire to call the attention of the inhabitants to a 
need of the town, which has been too much neglected in the 
past, viz: the culture of shade and ornamental trees as the 
appropriate adornment of its waysides. No one who has 
traveled much in New England can have failed to notice 
the different degrees of attention which has been paid to this 
subject, deserving more than the passing notice which our 
limits permit us to give. 

Some towns have become noted and highly prized as 
places of residence simply because of the natural beauty de- 
rived from its graceful elms, its fragrant and yerdent pines 
and its stately maples. Other towns, from neglect of tree 
culture on their main ayenues and by-roads, though superior 
in the local advantages of hill and vale or stream and lake, 
have failed to impress the passing visitor with their real ad- 
vantages, and have left on the mind rather the impression of 
a desolate waste. No other thing at so little expense can be 
mentioned, which would bring our beautiful little town into 
a gratifying significance among those towns surrounding it. 
A beautiful tree in many respects is worth more than a costly 
mansion. The artist would with delight transfer to his can- 
vas some humble cottage, if only its vicinity was graced by 
the shading branches of some noble elm, or oak, or maple, 
while bestowing scarcely a glance upon the proud neighbor of 
some lordly abode, which would stand in its flaunting glory, 
unadorned by nature’s livery of leafy grove. 

To be convinced of the advantages that are surely attend- 
ant upon tree-culture, you need only to recall the few locali- 
ties of our town where attention has been successfully given 
to the subject presented. In many cases what nature has 
done, as the result of well directed culture, would be by 
many a purchaser deemed of more value than the land or the 
buildings enclosed within the leafy border. And what is of 
far more importance, such beauty and grandeur give delight 
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to every passer-by, and to every resident of the town as well 
as to the owner of the naturally adorned locality. 

We would, therefore, ask the citizens of Millis to give 
their interested attention to the preservation of shade and 
ornamental trees already standing and flourishing on their 
thoroughfares, and to the extent of their ability, each improve 
eee grounds by supplying for coming years what is now 
lacking. 
te ceotap our lands of their frests, spare to a generous 
extent those trees that are of flourish ing growth by the road- 
side, and fringe the cleared ground that is contiguous to the 
land by transplanting from the forests thrifty sapplings of 
elms, of maple, of hickory, of ash, or of pine. ‘This last will 
require but little financial expense. and not a great deal of 
expenditure of strength and labor. 

te oes this will get in coming years more than com- 


pound interest on all that he Spee financially, and will 
have the daily gratification of furnishing for himself and 
others, ‘a thing of beauty which is a joy forever. ~ 


GUIDE BOARDS. 


The guide boards are in good condition and the distances 

on same accurate. 
STREET LIGHTS. 

_, The street lights illuminate every moonless night. More 
lights are needed, but in view of the coming of the factories, 
and the possibility of their using the electric light, it does 
not seem wise to your selectmen to adyoeate any expendi- 
tures in this direction at present. 


Respectfully, 


Henry L. Mitts, 
J. H. Haryes, 
Moses C. ADAMS, 


Selectmen. 


| ; ) 
J. L. Bi ; 
uTH Distr 
De n ‘bor . 
John Swe fs 
' iel: : 00 
16 
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rd 


entilatio 
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in treasury Feb 1s 15¢ 


The overseers of the poor submit the following report: — 


Appropriated for the support of poor, 
Expenditures were as follows : — 


FOR MARY A. SHUMWAY. 


Paid to Mrs. Henry Cruser, for 12 months’ board, - - $156 36 
J uy Ws clothing, S 5 = 2 Bo 


FOR A. W. ANDREWS. 


oard, - $or & 


Paid to Mrs. E. L. Holbrook, for > months" b 
Mrs. Wm. H. Harding, for 4% months’ board, . 61 69 


1. FOLLANSBEE. 


FOR MRS. 
Paid to M. H. Curtis, for 12 months’ board, 
FOR MRS. P. R. SAVAGE. 


Paid to William H. Ford, for 12 months’ board, 


$800 co 


$159 16 


The board organized with Oliver A. Clark as chief: J. S. 
Adams, first assistant: Louis La Croix, clerk. 

The department was called out three times during the past 
year. 

. May 21,1890. To Daniel Dinneen’s ; a burning haystack 
very near his house; caused by children playing with 
matches. 

July 2, 1890. House of John Shea; roof and attie badly 
damaged ; caused by a spark from the chimney. 

August 16, 1890. Slaughter house of E. Eugene Adams; 
total loss ; cause, incendiary. 

We would recommend a change in the date of appoint- 
ment of engineers, as at the present time the new board 
have the firemen’s bills to approve before they have hardly 
organized. 

A lot of good shovels have been furnished to the engine 
houses for use in fighting fires in the woods. 

We recommend the appropriation of three hundred dollars 
for the ensuing year. 


Town grant, $300 00 


Your committee, being appointed by the selectmen for the 
care of the cemetery, make the following report: 

There has been expended in the care of the grounds and 
walks during the year, $31.95. Last spring the gates and 
fences of both yards were painted through the kindness and 
generosity of Mr. Henry L. Millis. 

By order of the selectmen the cemetery has been surveyed 
by 8. C. Taft, civil engineer, of Franklin, and a correct plan 
has been made of the lots, walks and driveways. which when 
laid out and graded according to the plan, will make very 
nearly two hundred new lots. The plan is framed. and is in 
the town office, and blue print copies are in the hands of your 
committee, which can be consulted at any time. 

Your committee would recommend an appropriation of 
$50.00 for the coming year, for in addition to keeping the 
cemetery in good order, it would seem advisable to gradually 
grade and lay out the lots according to the surveyor's plan. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Evan F. Ricnarpsoy, 
Millis. February 21, 1891, 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF 


‘PHE SCHOOL €oMMITTEE. 


To THE CITIZENS OF Minus: The lamented Bronson 
Alcott, a distinguished writer and educato: - born in 1799. 
and a native of this Commonwealth. in describing the schools 
of his boyhood writes: “Until within a few years no studies 
have been permitted in the day school but spelling, reading 
and writing. Arithmetic was taught by a few instructors 
one or two eyenings ina week. But in spite of the most de- 
termined opposition arithmetic is now permitted in the day 
school.” 

Slates and blackboards for school use were unknown by our 
grandfathers. It is scarcely a hundred years since the cipher- 
ing which was done was with ink made of copperas and maple 
bark, upon the blank leaves of ledgers, or the backs of 
old letters, and not infrequently upon the bark of birch trees. 
For many years arithmetic was not taught to the girls, 
even after it was taught to the boys. And to the latter 
only the first four rules, while as to the former. it was 
expected that they would be married and should be content 
to leave to their husbands all reckoning save that which they 
could do on their fingers. This will reflect the standard of 
common school instruction at the beginning of the present 
century in Massachusetts. 
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In regard to school books, among the earliest were the New, 
England Primer, Pike’s Arithmetic, Morse’s Geography, and 
the English Bible. The parents of some of us now living 
received their entire education from these text-books during 
eight or ten weeks of school attendance in the year. 

A hundred years have written great changes and a mar- 
velous improvement in all that goes to make up the system 
of common day-school education. People who glorify the 
golden past at the expense of the present in matters of public 
instruction only show their ignorance of both the past and 
the present. The children of to-day may be no better born 
than in earlier and colonial times, but their advantages are 
immensely superior, and if they are not well educated it must 
be purely their own fault. We do well to cherish warmly 
our public schools and to teach our children to make good 
use of them. 

Every new enlightenment, in religion, in the applications 
of science, in government and in education, must contend 
with stern opposition from multitudes who have come to think 
that what they and their fathers have known is about all that 
is yaluable. 

A hundred years ago not only were Sunday schools and 
prayer-meetings stoutly opposed by Christian people, but, as 
we have seen, the study of arithmetic was hardly tolerated in 
our day-schools, and as for stoves in meeting-houses, they 
were excluded and spoken against as inventions of the 
evil one. 

Whoever reads the history of human progress need not 
feel at all surprised that the Australian ballot in our elec- 
tions, or science applied to the proper ventilation of our 
schoolrooms, or the supervision of our schools by men trained 
to the work, and to do that only, that these and other 
new enlightenments awaken and must meet the determined 
opposition of very excellent people. But at the same time 
how much wiser to weleome every new development of truth 
which shall heip us to love God and to serve him better ; and 
warmly to support whatever may tend to keep pure the life of 
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our republic, or contribute to make our children strong and 
healthy and so improve the school, the state and the church. 

The schools of this town are vastly superior to those taught 
here in 1698-0) by Mrs, Experience Adams and Joseph Daniell. 
They are far better than those taught forty years ago, but they 
are not as good as they ought to be, and may be with perhaps 
the same expenditure of money. The money spent for 
schools is enough, probably as much as can be afforded, 
although it is less than half as much per cent. of the yalua- 
tion as the state of Arkansas appropriates for the support of 
her schools. 

But our schools may be made better by that sympathy 
which may be given to the teachers and that co-operation 
that some people give and which others might. There is 
instruction which parents may give, if less in books yet in 
the practical application of knowledge to everyday work 
and the affairs of life. There are lessons of cleanliness, neat- 
ness, politeness, truthfulness, fidelity, to be taught in the 
home which some do teach and which others might. There 
are these and many other things which may be done to make 
our schools far better than they are to-day, and which it is to 
be hoped will receive more careful attention. 


TEACHERS. 


In two of the schools the same teachers have been retained 
through the year. Soon after the commencement of the Fall 
term Miss McLane, whose valuable services have been con- 
tinued through a period of years as teacher of the Adams 
Grammar School, resigned. in order to accept a better offer 
in Malden, and more recently she has been called to a posi- 
tion in a sehool for the blind in London, England. Mr. 
Walter W. Rowe of Winchester, a graduate of Dartmouth 
college, was secured as Miss MeLane’s successor. 

Mr. Rowe commenced under the disadvantages of small 
experience in teaching and with ten additional pupils. some 
of whom were but poorly prepared to enter the school. But 
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he has done good work and has maintained the high standard 
of discipline by which the school has been for a long time 
characterized. 

At the commencement of the year Miss Alice E. Steer of 
Lanesville was called to the Adams Primary School. Miss 
Steer has been very faithful and laborious and by her excel- 
lent service and winning ways she has secured both the 
love of her pupils and the confidence of their parents. 

In the Ellice School Miss Russell was sueceeded by Miss 
Datie B. Matthews of Searsport, Me., who taught one term. 
Miss Matthews discovered many of the qualities of an excel- 
lent teacher, and was much loved by parents and children, 
but there were some elements in the school that demanded 
asterner treatment than it was in her kind and gentle spirit to 
exercise. At the commencement of the Fall term Miss Rose 
F. Kempton of Newton Upper Falls assumed the duties of 
this position, and by her tact and firmness in discipline has 
brought the school into a far better condition than it was 
when she took it in charge. 

Miss Richardson continued her work in the Daniell School 
through the year until Christmas, when, by reason of the few 
pupils, the most of whom were young, and the long ways 
many of them had to come, it was judged best to discontinue 
the school during the cold weather, giving to s as wished 
an opportunity to attend the Adams school. Miss Richard- 
son has recently tendered her resignation which the board 
accepted with a vote expressing their appreciation of her 
faithful services. 

Miss Elsie L. Clark of this town, and a graduate of the 
Medway High School, has been elected to succeed Miss 
Richardson and has accepted the position. 

Miss Annie F. Russell, teacher of vocal music, has done 
excellent service in her department of instruction. The im- 
portance of having singing taught in our public schools can- 
not be overestimated, as all must testify who have been 
observant of successful school work and discipline. Miss 
Russell has succeeded remarkably in awakening the interest 
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of the indifferent and less inclined toward singing to enter 
heartily into this regular school exercise. 


SCHOOL BOOKS. 


Great care has been taken to have the schools well sup- 
plied with the best text-books and the latest devices and 
helps to aid instruction and to interest the pupils. During the 
year the old and much worn arithmetics haye been exchanged 
for the Franklin series at small expense. Also the spellers, 
which were unfit for further use, have been exchanged for 
new books of the same kind. 

Charts, language tablets, books for supplementary reading, 
and various incidental helps have been furnished, doing much 
for the assistance of the teachers and to awaken the enthnsiasm 
of the pupils. 

TRUANCY. 


Cases of truancy are exceedingly rare. This doubtless is 
due somewhat to the efficiency of our officers in charge, but 
largely perhaps to the greater care of parents to secure the 
constant attendance of their children at school. Besides, 
school duties are now made so attractive that instead of com- 
pulsion being needed to keep pupils in school, it would re- 
quire, in many cases, much more to keep them away from 
school. 

One of our truant officers reports that during the entire 
year he has not been called once to exercise his official au- 
thority, and the other officer remarks that the evil of truancy 
has very much diminished so that the past year there has 
been far less occasion for complaint than in previous years. 
Tt may be well to mention that the State now requires child- 
ren between eight and fourteen years of age to attend school 
thirty weeks each year if the schools are in session for that 
period. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 


The Daniell school-house has been repainted. The grounds 
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of the Adams school-house have been graded and gravel 
drive-ways established, so that the approaches to the building 
will be dry at all seasons of the year. Some improvements 
have been made in the school-room of the Ellice school-house. 
Our national flag floats gracefully over each school-building 
in the town to inspire patriotism and as an emblem of the 
State control of our public education. 


VENTILATION. 


By order of the Chief of District Police, R. R. Wade, Esq., 
there has been provided for the school-rooms in the Adams 
school-house a system of ventilation under the supervision of 
Mr. Jopeph A. Morse, State Inspector of Public Buildings, 
at an expense of about five hundred and fifty dollars. The 
system introduced is one devised and planned by Mr. W. W. 
Lummus, an architect of Lynn, who has an office in Boston. 
This system, although an experiment, proves an entire suc- 
cess, with results, as seen in the published report of the 
Chief of Police for 1890, pp. 136-9, that compare favora- 
bly with other and far more expensive systems. 

It is the united testimony of the teachers and those who 
have visited these schools that the air in the rooms is pure 
and fresh as compared with what it was before, or as com- 
pared with that of ordinary school-rooms which have no 
proper system of ventilation. 

The applications of science to the purposes of health and li life 
may seem expensive, but a few hundred dollars expended 
once for all in giving pure air to seventy-five children to 
breath for six hours of daily confinement in a school-room for 
nine months in the year and for ten years of their life; when 
more is done to establish health or to destroy it than at any 
other period, can hardly be considered a needless expenditure 
hy intelligent people. As is well known there is carbonic 
acid gas exhaled from the lungs of each pupil at every breath, 
and this gas poisons the air of a room so that slowly but 
surely, unless in some way displaced by pure air, it will rob 
the most robust of health, and ultimately of life. The dreaded 
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Black Hole of Calcutta was made deadly simply by the 
breathing of those confined in it, with no outlet for this 
poisonous gas to escape, and the result was death ina few 
hours. : 

The amount of carbonic acid gas in the air can be easily 
detected, and as it is heavier than pure air it settles towards 
the floor; so that an open window at the top of a room, while 
it may let in fresh air, does little to dislodge this poisonous 
gas. But with flues properly constructed and open near the 
floor the accumulated gas can escape by the propulsion of a 
current created. 

The object of the ventilation of schoolrooms and other 
rooms where people are assembled for successive hours is 
largely, therefore, to get rid of the carbonic acid gas exhaled 
in breathing, which may be taken into the lungs without sus- 
picion and acts as a narcotic poison, even when present only 
to the extent of four or five per cent. 

There is a valley in Java of an oval form, about three- 
quarters of a mile in circumference and thirty or forty feet 
deep, where this gas rises from fissues in the earth to the 
height of nearly twenty feet. The bottom of this valley is 
barren of all vegetation, and strewn here and there are the 
bleached bones of man and animal that have unluckily 
stepped within the deadly circle. A dog thrown into this 
valley dies in fourteen seconds. All birds attempting to fly 
across the valley instantly drop down dead. 

This will illustrate the deadly poison of this gas in its re- 
sults when breathed into the lungs. and while it cannot be 
wholly remoyed, as it is exhaled at every breath, yet all 
should be done that is possible to reduce it to a minimum. 
When our schools had been assembled for an hour in the 
rooms of the Adams school-house, by actual test there were 
from fourteen to eighteen parts of carbonic acid gas out of a 
given number, whereas now, with a larger number of pupils, 
out of the same number this gas is reduced to from five to 
eight parts. 

In some school-rooms less open and less exposed than ours 
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the parts of this gas to the same number reach as high as 
forty, the effects of which must be exceedingly injurious to 
those confined and obliged to drink in this deadly poison at 
every breath. 

To an intelligent judgment each school-room should be 
provided with adequate ventilation and there should be every 
precaution to develope health, and strength of muscle as well 
as to educate the mind and heart. 


SUPERINTENDENCE. 


The demand for a more elaborate supervision of the public 
schools in country places has led the Commonwealth very 
wisely to encourage, by affording some pecuniary assistance, 
the smaller towns to unite together, two or three or more, in 
forming a district for the purpose of employing a skilled 
superintendent who shall be able to devote his whole time 
in the supervision of from thirty to fifty schools, thereby 
giving to each town a much better service than it is possible 
for them to have by the present system. 

The state proposes to pay $500 towards the superintendent's 
salary, which in no case shall be | 
distribute 3500 dollars more to assist in paying the teach- 
ers of the the towns that shall adopt this plan. The State 
agent, Mr. Prince, who gave us an admirable lecture on 
schools a few weeks since, estimates that by uniting with 
some neighboring towns at an expense of about one hundred 
dollars, Millis might, have her schools supervised by a skilled 
superintendent, who would be able to give nearly one whole 
day in each week of the school year to our schools. The 
great advantage of such service and so much time given must 
be apparent. 

It is hoped that the town at its next meeting will adopt 
the provisions of Chapter 431 of the Acts of 1888 relating to 
this matter, and appropriate the money necessary to carry it 
it into operation. That this will be a good step taken to ad- 
vance a higher standard of public instruction at a compara- 
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tively small additional cost is the unanimous judgment of 
the school committee, which is hereby publicly expressed. 


THE MEDWAY HIGH SCHOOL. 


In the different classes fourteen pupils from this town have 
been connected this year with the High School in Medway. 
Miss Cora M. Daniels, our only representative in the graduat- 
ing class of 1890, earned and carried off the highest honors 
at graduation. Five from this town have been admitted to 
the class of 1894, and two have discontinued their attendance. 
so that we now have eleven in the school. 

The present teachers employed give eminent satisfac 
tion and the school is in a flourishing condition. We shall 
be happy to congratulate the town of Medway whenever. 
among the many other good things she provides. she shall 
haye erected on some eligible site a High School building 
which shall be suitably arranged and convenient and shall 
in structure and furnishings be typical of the high character 
of this school and its instruction. 


FONANCIAL STATEMENT. 


THE RECEIPTS FOR SCHOOLS. 


Annual grant for all school purposes, . . . . $1,900 00 
Amount received from State School Fund income. . . . 30> a2 
a “for interest on Daniell School Fund, . < 5 24 co 
ff “ticket rebates, damages and sales, : : - 32 81 
‘* appropriated for ventilation of Adams school-house, . , 550 00 
on ad ““ general purposes, - . . . . 50 00 
Tofallavails.Je0 2 hy" ue eg ee 
THE EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOLS. 
Paid the Town of Medway for High School Tuition: 
Spring term, 1890, for 7 pupils, . . $46 66 
ally Se eoy oe 60 00 
$106 66 


Amount carried forward, $106 66 
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The Medway High School. 


ENROLLMENT FROM MILLIS, 9 Pupits. 


School Year, go weeks 


M. H. Bowman, A. M., Principals 
Ernest D. Dantes, A. B., { 4 74a 


Miss Cora B. Goopwtn, 
Miss S. I. SHaw, 


Class of 1890. 
Daniels, Cora M. 


Clark, Irving R. 
Holland, Eloise 
Howe, F. Irving 


Andrews, Carrie B. 


Keefe, Thomas F. 
Morse, Myrtie E. 


LIST OF PUPILS. 


Class of 1893. 


Class of 1894. 


Tuition, $173.32. 


t 


H Assistants. 


Class of 1892. 
Lovell, Susan W. 
Trufant, Blanche W. 


Jones, Clarence H. 
La Croix, Lois B. 
Shea, Ella M. 


Spencer, Cyrus J. 
Ware, Hannah B. 
Whole number, rz. 
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The trustees are pleased to report the general good eondi- 
tion of the library, and as a rule the careful treatment of the 
books. 

We see from time to time that enthusiastic readers finding 
passages in favorite authors very much to their taste draw 
marks in pencil or ink about them, much to the injury of the 
looks of the page. The trustees would call attention to the 
statute printed in the catalogue and approved by the legislature 
Feb. 26, 1872. While a book, if badly injured on its return. 
Vill show for itself, it will be readily seen that it is impossi- 
ble for the librarian to examine each book as it comes in to 
see if any passages haye been marked. 

There have been added during the year, by gift and pur- 
chase, about 225 volumes, besides the magazines, and the 
librarian reports about 3,500 volumes in circulation during 
the year. 

The board would suggest such an appropriation as the 
town may see fit to grant, mentioning one hundred dollars, 
with the dog tax, as the minimum which, in their judgment, 
will suffice for the necessities of the library. 
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Cash in hands of treasurer of trustees, Feb. 24, 1890, 

Money granted by the town, 5 : : 
Amount refunded by county treasurer, acct. dog licenses, 1£90, 
Received from library fines, 


cR. 
Paid Miss H. J. Richardson, librarian salary, . “ + $50 00 
W. P. Clark, insurance on books and furniture, 16 00 
A. H. Roffe & Co., magazines, ® A a F 28 95 
Hub Book Co., binding magazines, . i 5 : 9 00 
Estes & Lauriat, new books, . i 6 : 179 84 
Hollander, Bradshaw & om, new books, . 5 19 2 


H. D. Noyes & Co., new aks, 
M. R. Warren, librarian’s record box 
Sundry expenses, . : 


Balance in hands of treasurer of trustees, 


ADDITIONS TO THE PUBLIC EIBRARY. 


1890-92. 


Adventures of a YoungerSon, . . . |. . 

All Among the Light Houses, . ay ae ae 

American C ‘ommony cali The, V. ol . R 
oe ad 

American nai The, : 

Among Cannibals, Four Years’ Travels in Australia, . 

Ancient Rome in the Light of Hevent eerie ns, 

Apologia Pro Vita Sua, . : 

Arena, The, Vol. II, : . 

“As We Went Marching On,” 

Atalanta in the South, 

At Home and Abroad, : 

swilsiie Monthly, Vol. 64. 


e(65i2 


nel . 
Ban ton Lectures, 1877, Chistian Evidence in the 
hi foot : 


aoe a Sequel to Charlemont,” and Confes- 


SlOU SE : 5 4 ‘ . 1405 
Beau NPs ; : : : ! . 1391 
um’s Daughter, Ea. Salles) Kee mem Tre 
Ha of St. Paul's. The, ‘ : , s - 1442 
ee Beauty, . 1 : : : : 3 . 1561 
Blown to Bits, . : : 4 . 1436 
Border Beagles, and Charlemont, - 1404 
Browning, The Poetic Works of oes Vv ol. I. . 1369 


Cesar’s Columns : : . 1428 
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Camping Out, [The Camping Out Series,] Vol. II, 
Candle of the Lord and Other Sermons, ‘The, 
Captain Cook, . 
Captain of the | Polestar and. Other Tales, The, 
Cardinal Pole, 
Catholic Man, The, . i 
Census of the United States 1 880, Pant Te 

« “ “ oid. 


Century Mend The, Vol. 38, 


Chips from a German W orkshop, Vol. 1, ; 
LOS EN 

g & ne “ “1. 

“ “ “ TV, . 

& & te evan 


Chureh in abode Succes The, 

City and C ountry Life, ; 

Cc onversations in a Studio, V ol I : : « F 

“ + I 3 = r x 

Co-operative Commonwealth, The, ‘ 2 

Corea, the Hermit Nation, . 

Craye of Christian Engelhart, The, 

Critical Period of American History, 1783- 1789, The, 

Cruise of the U. 8. Steamer * Rush” in sae Sea, 


1889, The, . : : 
Curate and the Rector, The, p 
Curiosities of Literature, by Right Hon. B. Disraeli Vv on 
I 
cc “ te “ ie Ill, 
“ “ ts “ tt IV, 
Deans Danghter, The, 3 : : : : F 
Djambek, The Seoreia, . : : c : > 
Donal Grant, é - 5 5 5 ? : 
Donovan, . 2 5 c 5 r r 
Duke of W ellington, 
Editha’s Burglar, 
Eternal Hope, : 
Eutaw, A sequel to “ ‘The Forayers,” 
Byolution of Man aud Christianity, The, 
Excursions of an Evolutionist, 5 
Expiration, . 
Fame and Sorrow, with Colonel Chabert The Atheist’s Ss 
Mass, . ‘ : : 4 2 


Field cf Honor, Tes A 5 
Final Reckoning, A Tale of iemsin bits 6 in iNwcticlito. 


1563 
1539 
1514 
1422 
1388 
1360 
1548 
1549 
1552 
1622 
1523 
1524 
1525 
1526 
1543 
1562 
1530 
1531 
1373 
1489 
1458 
1498. 


1481 
1432 
1518 
1519 
1520 
1521 
1364 
1459 
1380 
1413 
1512 
1363 
1540 
1403 
1378 
1497 
1362 


1449 
1508 
1448 
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Foggerty’s Fairy and Other Tales; 
Fox-Hunting, [ The © amping OR Benes) Vol. Vv, 
Fraternity, . ; 
Garden’ of Atmida, The, 3 
General Charles George Gordon, 
God and the Bible, 
Guild Court, A London Story, 2 
Guy Rivers, and Richard Hurdis, 
Hardy Norseman, A. 
Harper's Magazine, Vol. Te 

& Voll LX XX? 
Havelock, 


Hayard of N ew Rorbivies: A. Vol. (bey 
oe = Mole Ue i 
Heritage of Dedlow Marsh and Other Tales The, 
Historical Memorials of Canterbury, 5 
Historie Town: ue Ports, ee 
History of Modern Europe. * ig 17 92 to the Ac- 
cession of Louis XVIII. Vol. I. 
History of Modern Europe. ee sind 1814 to 1848, 
Tol. II, 
History ae Modern Europe, A, From 1848 to 1878, 
Vol 
Histo 
History of the Four Geo 


we “ e 


Il, 
History pe ths Jewish C ‘hurch, Vi ol. I, 


o “ se oF Ill, 
How He Made His Fortune, : 
Humble Romance, and Other Stories, A, 
Tee Age in North Ameri arren Upham, 
Ichnology of Ne “Supplement to the. 
Imprisoned in onvent, with Other Narra- 
tives fal Ta A e : 5 
Interstate Commerce C ommission for 1889, Report 
[ ahs, 3 : : i 2 


f Sacerdotal C ‘elibacy i in the Ch hristian Church, 
ges, A, Vol. I, .- ; . 


Herts, The Life he 
Jewel in the Lotos, The. 
John Jay, : : 
John Law, . 

Jonathan Edw: ards, 
Joost Avelingh, 


(= 
on 


Juancho, the Bull-Fighter, . 


Jupiter Lights, . 
Katharine Walton and The 
Kit and Kitty, : 
Knight-Errant, 


Scout, 


Lake Champlain and Its Shores, 


Laneashire Witches. The, 
Last Love, A, . 
Lawton Girl, The, 


Leah of Jerusalem, A Story of the Time of Paul, 5 
Left on Labrador, [ The Camping-Out Series,] Vol. IL. 


Legends of the Madonna, 


Lily Among Thorns, The, . 


Literature and Dogma, 


Lynx-Hunting, [ The Camping-Out Series,] Vol. TV, 


Makers of Modern Italy, The. 


Manfred, . : 
Maria, 2 : 
Marion Graham, . 


Master of the Magicians, The, 


Mervyn Clitheroe, 
Metyerott, Shoemaker, 
Midnight Talks : 
Mikado’s Em) 
Millis, Mass., 
Miss Brooks, 
Miss Eaton’s Romance, ; 
Mistress of Beech Knoll, 'T 
Modern Seven Wonders of 
Mormon Delusion, The, 
Nationalist, 1889, The, 
Naturalist’s Voyage Round 


re, The, 
The Fifth Ar 


New Eldorado, The. A Su 
Newport Aquarelle, A, 
New Priest, The, 


t the Club, 


nnual Report of, : : 


a a 
the World, The, 


the World, AS ; F : 
immer Trip to Alaska, 5 


New Zealand after Fifty Years, . : 

North American Review. Vol. 149, The, . : é 
Off to Geysers, [The Camping-Out Series,] Vol. III, 
Old South and the New, The, . : fi : 7 


One Fair Woman, The, 
One of a Thousand, . 

On the Amazons, [ The Can 
Ovingdean Grange, . 
Parlor Amusements, 


nping-Out Series] Vol. VI, 


1451 
1465 
1397 
1446 
1416 
1500 
1393 
1489 
1409 
1443 
1564 
1544 
1491 
1536 
1566 
1515 
1455 
1464 
1434 
1463 
1396 
1361 
1532 
1490 
1546 
1462 
1435 
1461 
1509 
1528 
1555 
1478 
1480 
1419 
1365 
1503 
1557 
1565 
1529 
1454 
1379 
1568 
1389 
1475 
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Peterborough, 
Phantastes, The orients 
Polish Blood, . : : 
Popular Seience Monthy, Vol. RK; The, - 
* RXR VE Lhe, = 
Potomac ate the Rapidan. aus Notes. 1861-1683, 
Preston Fight, . 
Ran Away from the Dutch, 
Recent Economie Changes, 
Recollections of a Minister, France, 1869-1877. Vol. L 
Recollections of a Minister. iets 1869-1877, Vol. II, 
Red Mustang, The, . 
Report of the Committee on n the C onduet of the War 
Ring of Amasis, The, . : : 
Roanoke of Roanoke Hall, . 
Rob of the Bowl, 5 
Romance of History, Spain, The, 
Saint James's, . 
Salt Master of Luneburg. The 
San Rosario Ranch. The. 
Scientific Religion, 
Seat of Authority in Religion, The, é 
Second Massachusetts Infantry, 1861-1865, . Record of, 
Secrets of Stage Conjuring, nee 3 
Seth’s Brother's Wife. : 
Shadow of a Dream, The, 
Signs of Promise, 
Sir Gibbie, . : 
Southern Planter, A, 
Spanish Match, The, 
Spirit and Life, 
Stolen America, . 5 
Story of Tonty, The, . 
imange Manuscript, A, 
tudy in Scarlet, A, 
Syrlin, f 
Tales of New England, 5 : 
Taunton, Mass., 1639-1889, 250th Anniversary of, 
There Was Once a Man, . E 5 
Thomas Wingfold, Curate, 
Trajan, ; 
Travels in the Air, 
Truths to Live By, 
Unto the Uttermost, 


1510 
1385 
1445 
1558 
1559 
157! 
1395 
1440 
1527 
1487 
1488 
1469 
1572 
1434 
1429 
1407 
1453 
1390 
1444 
1420 
1535 
1533 
1571 
1476 
1408 
1440 
1375 
1384 
1474 
1392 
1377 
1452 
1368 
1433 
1425 
1437 
1468 
1547 
1460 
1383 
1541 
1477 
1541 
1376 
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